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"DEPOSITION OF ED ALONZO HUNDLE:Y11 

State your name pleQso. 
Ed Alonzo Hundley. 

Where wor.e you born? 
Coffee Count!, Alabama • 

Whon were iou born? 
May 19, 1864. 

Have you ovor·lived in any State other than AlabQmQ? 
No. Have lived ~n Coffee and Geneva Counties all my life. 

What has been your principal occupation during your '1.dult 
life? 
Fll.rming. 

How long ha.ve you resided d your prose.nt location? 
50 years. 

What is the dishnco from your pbce 'to S.locooib, A1'l.bi:tm'1.? 
About 4 miles. 

Do you go to town frequently? 
Yes:, ·I wo.lk most of tho time. 

What is the area of. your farm? 
Approximll.toly 320 acres. 

Does it yield enough mon~y to provide fo~ you comfortQbly? 
Yes indeed, I h;.ve no finan.cial worries. 

Did you ever· have occasion to know Eliza.both English Wi:i.rd7 
Yea. 

Vlha:r>e did you fi:r>st see he:r? · 
At the homa of her son. 

Wh.ll.t wo.s his n1.1.me? 
Munro\ Wt1.rd • 

Vofhero wao ho living ;11, t the time? 
Apout throe miles from where I '1ln presently loc{(ted. 
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Q. What was the occasion? 
A. I wo.s with my f:.tther who was prospecting for a fRrm 

locS1.tion. 

Q. Vias· there o.ny partioub~ reason why you visited the homo 
of Munroe Wo.rd? . 

A. No. We inquired at all ·farm housos' 1n ae;.roh of a. suit·· 
able place to buy or homestead. 

Q. Do you remembe~ what year this was? 
A. If I remember correctly it was 1871. 

Q.. W'1s Elizabeth English Ward, 11 ving with her son, 'Munroe 
Ward? 

A. Yes. Her husband James Ward had died some yo ars previous• 

Q. Was there Qllything in pa.rticulG.r that attracted you to 
Eliza.beth English V/ard'l 

A. Yes. 

Q.. Will you state them briefly? 
A •. First; 'she was tho homeliest or most unattr'1.cti ve woman 

I ho.d ever seen. Second; she used the most peculiar 
h.ngu:.tge I h11.d ever listened to, i:i.nd, third; .r Wli.S f:..s­
cin1tted by the dark copper color ot hor skin g,nd coal bl'1.ck 
straight hair. 

Q. Did she have any hobbies? 
A. Yes. 

Q.. What were they? 
A. She was exoossivoly devoted to fishing and: a.rchery. 

Q. Did you over go fishing with her? 
. A. Yes, numberless times •. She enjoyed catchin:g ·tho fish more 

than she enjoyed either baiting the hook o.r removing .the 
·fish from the hook. That was my job. 

Q. During these fishing. excursions, did she ever ·reminiscence 
or give Qn QCcount of remembered events pert~ining to her 
childhOod days? 

A. Yes, she often ta~ked Qbout her early' life, which sho 
termed hor doV¢lOping roars. 

Q.. Did she ever so.y who her parents were? 
A. Sho said she didn'1t :t>emembel' theil:' naritoa. 

~- Did sh·o aay by whom she was reo.red7 
A. Yes. · 

Q, By whom? 
A~ J~mes English. 
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Q. Did she over sr;..y what circumsh.nce pl'acod her in thf) p11.th 
of Jr;..roos English? 

.A. Yes, she seemed most happy when rel11.ting her good fortune 
ot boing left. near the road being traveled by Jam~s. EngUsh. 

Q. You str;..to that you wore left near a road. By whom wore you 
. loft? · 

A. ·My· pllronts. 

Q. · Did she s11y where she was 11 ba.ndoned,? 
A. Sho oaid, close to tho Wost Bank of the o·cmulgoo Ri vor in 

GeorgiQ.-
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Did sho say why she Was left alone? 
Yes. Hor foster father J amos English told her th11t it w:;i.s 
in tho spring se.ason of the year, when hundreds of Creeks 
from nll sections.of the C~eek NAtion wou1d do~cond upon the 
Ocmulgeo River· ll.S far south. QS tho Alt11nu1.ha River to 011.tch 
shad .fish that WQs swilllming up strewn in a~i.si.rch of Q suitnblo 
place to spawn, · 

Did El1z;i.beth English W:.rd ever sQ.y why s}?o was left alone 
near the Ocmulgeo River? . 
Yes. She said her i;aronts told her truit on '1.Ccount of the 

. current being· so nwift it was too hazardous to perm.it her to 
'1.ccompgny them •. 

Di.d Eli z11.beth l!:ngliah Wiard ovor s;i..y in you.r presence tho 
time 'of d'1y sho WRS picked up by Ja.tn!s ll:ngliah? 
Yos, just .before dark in tho i;U'tornoon. 

Did sho over say w~12t business James English wu oi:lgo.ged 
in t~t pl11.ced him in tho Creek No.tion on tho pg.rtiqulll.r day 

. ho pi ckod her up? 
Yos. Ho s11.id ho wr.i.s r.i. 1'1.nd owner, f&i.r111er and a trador. 

Did.she aa.y how old aho was at the ti~o? 
She said she w11.s born D.bout 1800. And th12t she must hr;..vo been 
4 or 5 years old at tho time. 

Did she, 11.t any time, in your proson~o ever sr.i.y where she 
W'ls bor'n? . 
Yes. She s:i.id hor foster fa th&"" told her th'1t a.fte:ri 1.1. 

thorough se'1.rch for her p11.rents, while ta'lking with vr;..r1oua 
Cr~ok Indi11.ns that I w~s born in what was then known a.s 
Houaton County, Georgia., between tho Flint and Ocmulgoo 
Rivers. 

Dld .!Hiubeth English Ward evor say to you what her foster 
hther told hor about the race of people fl"om which sho 
01•1g1n'1.tod? 
Yes. Ho s:i.id he tttlked to m;i..ny Creeks during tho period I 
WtHJ dovolop1ng into womQ.nhood who know my p'1.rents. 
They told him, so ho said, that my parents woro young people 
of tho I.owor·Creeks who were not intoroatod in roaring a !a.mily. 



... -4-

Q. Did she uy whother her foster fathor over loc.ll.ted her 
parents? 

A. Yes. Ho said he could find no one who could or would 
give him i;iny intorm11tion beyond seeing them'get i14 .tbeir. 
cgnoe and go forth in search of shad. 

Q •. Do you romomber when Elizabeth English War4 died? 
A.. Yo·s. It was ne·ar Chl"istmas tizm 188; •. 
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Do you remember whoro she diod?· 
Yes. In tho home of her daughter Mrs. lif!iry Wo.rd Do.vis •. 

Vihore did hor daughter live? 
Genova County, Alabama. About 4'm1ies.from whore I have 
lived for the .immodil.lto put 50 yoara. 

Did you attend hel:" .f'uneral1 . 
Yes. Bocau·so of rny intimate association, :r boc111iu, ex .. 
ceedingly fond of hor. 

How old wore you when sho died? 
Almost 20 ye.ll.rs old. 

Wore you related by blood or m:i.rriage to either James 
Ward or his wife Elizabeth English W:i.rd? · 
No. I 11..lll not.rolatod to imy Ward insofar as I know. 

Vfas everyone who knew Elizabeth English Ward ·in gonorll.l 
. agrooment tM t she wu a Crook Indi1l.n? · 
Yes. Everyone. 
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STATE OF ALABAMA.· 

GENEVA COUNTY 

Eofore mo tho undersigned, duly Authorized to Administer 

oaths And tAko acknowlodgomonts, personally appeared Ed Alonzo 

Hundley, known to mo to. be tho person ho ropr~sonts bi'msolf to 

be, who being by tno first duly. sworn, deposes and sa.ys, th;.t ho 

is 9? years old and a native of Coffee County, Alabama) and, 

That ho is of sound mind and memory but conscious of tho 

unoorta1nt1os of. life; and, 

That ho further avers thQ. t tho ·c.ontonts ·of tho doposi tion 

herewith a.ttaohod is true and ooM:'oot to tho bout or h1s ro­

oolloction, knowledge Qlld'boliof •. 

~.~ . . 

Sworn to and subscribed before mo th1s tho // day Of 
Janu~ry, A.D. 1957~ · 

~ro~ 
Genova Pounty 

·' 


