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•• , I happ1l~ submit • • • herewith 
Of: 

eome~my reminiscences ot Orandmo her 
' 

' 
') .. ... • • 

• 

·.~ • . Elizabe~h English Ward. · \ . 
.. : • • & • \ 

~ · '. . I, Mrs; Elizabeth Jane Ward Jackson, wae born Jul:,r 1~, l,867 
• . . .. ,_ ,, .. 

• 
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My rather was Munroe Ward,· _borll 18~5, 
I ' 

1n Genova County, Alabama. 
• . 

• 

~ "-•').. I • ...._ - ' ' -, t , ... • . ... .. .. . . 
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in. Dale County, ~Alabama, the youngest son ot James Ward and Elizabeth 
' . • • . ' . • 

• 
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. . ~ ... ~ .,,·. , · ...... I was $bout 16 years old when my Qrandmothel' died. She was ao 
• • • • • 

. ... r. • 

good·and kind to me that I grew to love her &Q muoh I called her 
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\·$le often talked to me about ' her oh1ldhoo4 daysJ relat1ng what 
• • 

• • 

he~ taster rathe~, James English, told her ot the 1na1dent~ pertaining • 

-· • • .. 
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· to h1e rearing her to maturity, • ' • 
• • 

To ·tne best of my reoolleotion I was about 1~ yearD olq an~ 
• • 

G~andmotherl Elizabeth English Ward, was ~bout &ryeara Ql~ while 
• • 

sitting on a log in the baok yard Qt our plaoe on tho tarm ~n Oenev• 

County, 'Alabama one summe~ afternoon when sh~ Qegan telling me aome 
• • • 

• 

-- - .. - ot the -principal r&ota regarding her tirat coptaat· w~th Jame~ English~ · 
• 

• 

• • Grandmother, Elizabeth ~glish Ward, wo1le m~e1ns o~ ih1nk1ng 
• 

• • 

• in deep meditation remembered that pe~ taster tAttler, J"P\el Enil1ah, 
• • 

told her on manroooaa1one that he did considera~le tradlng w1th the 
• 

• 
• • • I 

Creek IndiAna along the shore of the Ocmulgee River ~n Oeorg1~ dur1ns 
• 

• • 

the early period of 1800, · • • • • 
~ . • • 

That late one a_t'ternoo'n 1p the spring ot 1803 or··l804 Jus~ betore 
• • 

• • 

dark d~1ng the shad-catching eeason, when the Creek Indians trom 
• 

• 

• 
• all sections ot the nation would tlock to the Ocmulgee, he was trav•l18g 

• • 
along the road near the banks ot the Ocmulgee whe~ he not1oed a _l1\tle · 

• 

. • • 

girl sitting beside the road alone ae 1t waiting tor someone.· 
, . . .. .,, .,_ ... . .. - . ... . .. .. . -"""'· . .. - \ • ·- .... . ' -- .. .. ... . .. -· .. 

' 
Grandmother Elizabeth stated that Jamee En~l~eh asked per, uq1ns 

'· ' ' 

• • • 

• • • • • 

the English language, who she wae wa1t1pg to~?,· Ho aa1d I did not 
• , • • 

• I ' • • ,, • 

· understand the question, so he repeated the question in the Creek 
• 

•• • • 
• • • 

;··- · Indian ~onguo to whio~ I answered~ ·x waa wa1t1ng tor my ·parents, 
• ' • I • ~ 

t .. ' ' • 

: · ~- I ad~ed that . thOy_ le~~ me ' here ;w~:e I would bQ. csate wh:Lle ·they went 
J -~- : 't1sh_~ tor shad 1rl . t~e · treacherous watare ot the Ocmulgee. :: . . · · . 
, •J ' , • • • J: I , • • 

• • I ( • 

.. " · He ea1d he . then put me· in· hia wagon and ~arecS tor me several 
• 

' 0 I t - "' ) I # 41 ~ ' • .. : . a 
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• houra wh~le wa1 t1ng tor my parents to return. ~ . ·.0 • • 
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He further stated that when they did not return by ~'dn1ght 
• 

· he Journeyed on to bia place where he made me comfortable temporarily. 

• 

• • • 

The following morning at his place he said he took a good look 

at. me and commented that my s~in was too copper colored tq be a 

white person. I told him that both ot my parents were tull plooded 
• 

· --- .. - - , ·- creek :tnd1ans and · that; they boaettully expreesed pride and ·· · 
• 

aat1staot1on over the faot. • 

• 

Grandmother Elizabeth said ahe heard her parenta tAl~1ng 

" t between themselves aeveral t1mea about the d1tterence 1n tne 
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ouatome and hab1ta or themselves and ~he white raoe ot people • 
• 

Granqmother Elizabeth told me. upon ' aer1oua retleot1on, 

that her toater father, James English• during later visit~ to the 
• 

Creek Nation, tried to tind out what happ~ned to my parente. He ... 
could tind no tace at any adults who would deolar~ the ownereh1p 

• 
• • • • 

ot any missing gtrl, consequently, he arr1~ed at the oonQ~ua1on 
• 

that her parents were e1the~ qrowned while t1eh1~s, or ~b-nqoned 
• 

• 

- .... ' . . - · 
me intentionally, • 

• • 

My Grandmother Elizabeth-Ward told me tnat her toate~ t~ther, 
• 

Jamea Eng~1sh., te·af?ed he~ on many occasions, while she waa ~turing 
• • 

I 

into womanhood, ~bout his rearing a full blood Creek Indi~p girl • 
• • • 

He would say ~lso th~tthe Creek Indian~ were the beat ~eople on 
• 

earth it ope would deal with them tairly • 
I 

• 

• .. 
There are many other incidents my Grandmother Eliza eth Ward 

• 

related ta me regarding things that ocoured during her lite time 

that may or may not be interesting or relevant. One or which was 
• 

a phyaiaal characteristic. She had a defonned hand oaused by one 

ot the hound dogs owned by her husband, James Waf~. ~1P& ~n to 

her when playing witn other doge while ahe w~e standing on the tront 

poroh. She was knocked down and her wrist broken. She waa about 

55 years old ~t the time. The break was never set prope~lJ, 

consequently, he~ hand was deformed the remainder at her l1t~ • 
• . ,, ' 

To mo, ahe never pretended to be ~ny thing exoept a Creek 

Ind1an1 however, ahe and her husband asreed anortly atter they we~e 
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marrted, so ehe told me, that they would henceforth reg1Qter 

with the Federal Census Enume~ator aa white persona. Por by 

so doing, they reasoned, they would enjoy many advantages that 

would have been denied them had she regi~tered a Creek Indian, 
r 

• 
~s 1ndeeo she waa, . .. 

· - Th~ C~eek Indi&ns would come to our pl~oe at ten ta· Qee · ·· 
• 

· Grandma Elizabeth· and trade honey, tor powder and bullets. She 

loved them and they gave every lmpreaaion ot 9e1ng immensely 

tond ot her, tor one re~eon, they aaid, she had the aame blood 

ooureing through her veina au they did • 

Ther~ are only two ad~lta now living· tn~t wao pre~ont when 
• 

G~andma Elizabeth Ward, died, namely, Mrs. Suaan Davia Martin, 
• 

84J widow, now living at Slocomb, Alaba~ ·, 
• 

04vis Martin~' l! mot})ei" was Mary Ward Davia, 
• 

daughter ot James Ward a~d 2l+zabeth Wa~d, 
• 

~nq myeelt, Susan 
.MIIIf" 

born 1838~ thQ 
• 

• 

During the early part ot Peoembe~~ ·1883 ~t tna nome ot 
• 

• 

- -. . ·- . . ~ 

• 

Mra. Mary Ward Davia~ in Geneva County, Alabama my Qr•ndm& 

Elizabeth English Ward when atte~pting tQ get out ot ~e4 one 
• 

• 

morn1pg got her teet caught 1~ the bed covering and tell to the 
• 

• 

tloo~ thereby breaking he~ hip, As a result ot thi~.aoaident, 

she die~, abo~t a week later. We bu~!ed he~ about twa ~ile~ 
• 

North ot the pl~ce where she diad. The place ot burial 1& now 
• 

known as the Purvis CemetarY. • 

I did not ever see my Grandpa. James Ward~ for the ~ason 

that he died du~1ng the early part or the war between t~e States, 

sever•l years before I was bo~n. He waa buried in tha a~m8 

cemet•ry that Grandmother Elizabeth Ward waa buried 1n AbQut 21 

years later. • 

' 

Grandma Blizabeth told me that her. toste~ rather, ~ames English, 

took oare ot her until she married my Grandpa James Ward and that 
• 

ehe was never married to any one else, 
• • t • 

In presenting the 
• 

oonveraat1one 
N 1.4 M e rro ~ .s 

• 

-
foregoing pertinent tagts re~peot1ns my 

with Grandmother. Elizabeth Epglioh wardti 

• • 
• • 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

have not attempted to give a verbatim account thereat~ but 

rather, a concise summary in language designed for eimple 

understanding. 

• 

. STATE OF AI,ABAMA _ - - . - • k ----• 

• 

COUNTY OF HENDRY • 

• 

Before me the undersigned, duly autporized to administer 

• 

Qatha and take acknowledgementaJ peraon&lly appea~ed Elizabeth 

Jane Ward Jaokaon, known to me to be the person she represents 

hereelt to be~ who being by me firat duly awor~, deposes and 
• 

says, that ehe is 90 years olq, the daugnter of Monroe Ward, the 
• 

youngest son of James Ward apd Eli~abe~h Ens+~sh Ward~ ~nd 
• • 

That she is of aound mind and memory anaraonscious of the 
• • 

• ' 
uno~rta1nt1ea or lifej and 

• 

· That atfiant · rurther avera that the contQnts other 
• - · ........ - _ ....,.. - --- . ·- --- - . .--...---- -- - .... .. .-

• 

, 

reminiscences or Elizabeth English Ward, herewith ~tt~coedJ is 
• • 

true an~ co~rect to the best or ner belief, knowledge and 
• • • 

recollection, • • 

' 
• • 

. ATTEST; ' • • 

• 

• 

• 
-

Sworn to and subsaribed before me thia the ----day or January, 

· A. D. 1957. 
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